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L REAJL PARTY IN INTEREST (37 C.F.R. § 41.37(c)(l)(i)) 

The Real Party m Interest in the present Appeal is SBC Knowledge Ventures, 
L.P., tiie assignee, of patent application no. 10/764,812, as evidenced by the assigraneart 
set forth at Reel 014807, Frame 0931. 

n. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES (37 C.F.R. § 4137(c)(l)(ii)) 
With respect to other appeals or interferences that will directly affect, or be 
directly affected by, or have a bearins on the Board's decision in this appeal. Appellant is 
not aware of any such ^>peals or interferences. 

m. STATUS OF CLAIMS (37 C.F.R.§4137(c)(lKiu)) 
A. Total Number of Claims id Application 

There are 20 claims pending in the jq)plication (claims I-IO, 12, 14-18, and 21-23 

and 25). 

Status of All the Claims 

Claims 1, 12, 16, and 22 are indepei»dent clahns. According to paragraphs 1 
through 8 of the Final Office Action dated June 8, 2007, the Examiner states that 
Claims 1-10, 12, 14-18, 21-23 and 25 stand rejected and are hereby appealed. 

C. Claims on Appeal 

There are 20 claims on appeal (claims 1-10, 12, 14-18, 21-23 and 25). 

IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS (37 § 4137(cXl)(iv)) 

The claims hereby ai^ealed are based on the Response filed August 29, 2007. No 

amendment ivas offered or ^teied after the Final Office Action. 



1 
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V. SUMMARY OF THE CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER (37 CJF.R. § 4137(c)(l)(v)) 

The subject matter of Claim 1 can be sximjnarized as follows: 
A mobfle telephone includes a ringer, a ringer schedule interface, a ringer 
controller, and a control to override the ringer control schedule, Tha ringer provides an 
audible alert of an incoming telephone call. The ring schedule interface receives a ringer 
control schedule indicating times at which a parameter of the ringer is to change- The 
ringer controUer is adapted to automatically change, the parameter of the ringer according 
to the ringer control schedule. The control is adapted to override the ringer control 
schedule and thereafter return processing of incoming calls according to the ringer 
control schedule. The ringer controller is also adapted to automatically change the 
parameter of the ringer by matching a time and day of an incoming call to the ringer 
control schedule on a call-by-call basis. 

Claim 1 finds support from at least page 2, paragraphs 0009 through page 5, 
paragraph 0017 of the specification. 

The subject matter of Claim 12 can be summarized as follows: 

A mobile telephone includes a ringer, a display device, a user input, a ringer 
schedule interface, a ringer controller, and a control to override the linger control 
schedule. Theringer audibly alerts of an incoming telephone call. The ringer schedule 
interface receives a ringer control schedule indicating times at which a paramet^ of the 
ringer is to change. The ringer schedule interface uses the display device to display at 
least part of the ringer control schedule and the user input device to create at least part of 
the ringer control schedule. The ringer controller automatically changes the parameter of 
the ringer according to the ringer control schedule. The control is adapted to override the 
ringer control schedule and thereafter retum processing of incoming calls according to 
the ringer control schedule. The ringer control schedule indicates, for each day of the 
week, the times at which the parameter is to change. The ringer control schedule 
includes a first time for a first day of the week at which the ringer is to be turned off and 
includes a second time for the jSrst day of the week at which the ringer is to be turned 
back on. The ringer controller is also adapted to automatically change the parameter of 

2 
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the ringer by matching a time and day of an incoming call to the ringer control schediile 
on a call-by-call basis. 

Claim 12 finds support from at least page 2, paragraph 0009, through page 5, 
paragraph 001 7, of the specification. 

The subject matter of Claim 16 can be summarized as follows: 

A mobile telephone includes a ringer, a display device, a user input device, an 
interface, a ringer schedule interface, a ringer controller, and a control to override a ringer 
control schedule. TTie ringer audibly alerts of an incoming calL The mobile telephone 
includes an interface to an external device. The ringer schedule interfece receives a 
ringer control schedule indicating times at v^ch a parameter of the rixi^er is to change. 
The ringer schedule interface uses the display device to display at least part of the ringer 
control schedule and the user input device to create part of the ringer control schedule. 
The linger schedule interface uses the interface to receive another part of the ringer 
control schedule created using and downloaded thereto by the external device. The ringer 
controller automatically changes the parameter of the ringer according to the ringer 
control schedule- The control is adapted to override the ringer control schedule and 
thereafter return processing of incoming calls according to the ringer control schedule. 
The ringer controller is also adapted to automatically change the parameter of the ringer 
by matching a time and day of an incoming call to the ringer control schedule on a call- 
by-call basis. 

Claim 16 finds support firom at least page 2, paragraph 0009 through page 5, 
paragr£cph 0017 of the specification. 

The siibject matter of Claim 22 can be summarized as follows: 

A mobile telephone includes a ringer, a ringer schedule interface, a ringer 
controller, and an inter&ce to an extemal device. The ringer provides an audible al^ of 
an incoming telephone call. The ringer schedule interface receives a ringer control 
schedule indicating times at which a parameter of the ringer is to change. The ringer 
controller automatically changes the parameter of the ringer according to the ringer 

3 

PACE 9/2r RCVD AT 10/12/2007 1:48:51 PM [Eastern DayligM 



OCT. 12. 2007 1:41 PM TOLER SCHAFRER 



NO. 969 P. 10 



control schedule. Hie rmger schedule interface uses the interfece to receive at least part 
of the ringer control schedule created using and downloaded by the external device. The 
interface includes a short-range wireless interface. The ringer controller is also adapted 
to automatically change the parameter of the ringer by matching a time and day of an 
incoming call to the ringer control schedule on a call-by-call basis. 

Claim 22 finds support from at least page 2, paragraph 0009, through page 5, 
paragraph 0017, of the specification. 

VI. GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL (37 CJF.R- § 
41J7(c)(l)(vi)) 

A. Claims 1-4. 6. 7. 1Q> 12> 14> and 16 are rejected xmder 35 aS.C §103(a) 
based on aS. Patent No. 6,83 1,970 ("Awada^) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,968,216 
("Chen"), and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 7,050,573 ("Okazald'O and U.S. Patent 
No. 6,347,133 ("Galbreath")- 

B. riaiTn.<^^1^. and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Awada in view of Chen, Okazaki^ Galbreath, and U.S. Patent No. 
6,763,105 ("Minra'^). 

C. Claims !8^9^ 17. and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Awada in view of Cben, Okazaki, Galbreath, and U.S. Patent No. 
6,760,581 ("Dutta"). 

D- Claims 22, 24. and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Awada in view of Chen, Dutta and Galbreath. 

E. Claira23 is rejected under 35 U;S.C. § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Awada in view of Chen, Dutta, Galbreath and Okazaki. 

m ARGUMENT (37 C.F,It § 41 J7(c){l)(vii» 

Appellant respectfully appeals each of the rejections applied against all claims 
now pending on appeal. The claims do not stand or &H together. 

4 
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A. CLAIMS 1-4, 6, 7, 10, 12, 14, AND 16 ARE ALLOWABLE 

Appellant traverses the rejectxon of claims 1-4, 6, 7, 10, 12, 14, and 16, under 35 
U^S.C. § 103(a) over Awada in view of Chen^ Okazaki, and Galhreath at paragraphs 2-3 
of the Final Office Action. • None of the cited references, including Awada, Cheix, 
Okazaki and GalbreaA teach or suggest a control to override a ringer control schedule 
and to thereafter return to processing incoming calls according to the ringer control 
schedule, as recited by claims 1, 12 and 16. 

The Final Office Action asserts that Okazaki discloses a control to override a 
ringer control schedule and to thereafter return to processing incoming calls according to 
the ringer control schedule, (Final Office Action, p. 3). In contrast to claims 1> 12, and 
16, Okazaki discloses that if "a call incoming state is judged to have been finished, then 
sounding of tiie ring tones is stopped,*' and a ''call incoming waiting state is brought 
about/' (Oka2dld; coL 9, 11. 12-16). Moreover, Okazaki discloses that processing of 
outputting the ring tones at the time of an incoming call is determined by a central 
processing unit (CTU), (Okazaki, col 8, II 33-35). Okazaki does not disclose a mobile 
telephone that includes a control to override a ringer control schedule and to thereafter 
retum to processing incoming calls according to the ringer control schedule, as recited in 
claims 1, 12, and 16. Thus, claims 1, 12 and 16 arc allowable. 

Furlfa^, the tstssertcd combination does not disclose a ringer controller that is 
adapted to automatically change the parameter of the ringer by matching a time and day 
of an incoming call to the ringer control schedule on a call-by-call basis» as recited in 
claims 1, 12 and 16- Hie Final Ofifice Action asserts that Galbreath discloses this 
element In contrast to claims 1,12 and 16, Galbreath does not disclose a mobile 
telephone device. Rather, Galbreath discloses a telephone-answering device that includes 
a microcomputer connected to a public switched telephone network (PSTN)* (Galbreath, 
col, 4, 11, 48-52), The answering device "stops the ring on every telephone in a home or 
office by answering the call...." (Galbreath, col. 3, 11. 3-4). Galbreath does not disclose a 
mobde telephone having a ringer controller that is adapted to automatically change the 
parameter of the ringer by matching a time and day of an incoming call to the ringer 

5 
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control schedule on a call-by-csdl basis, as recited in claims 1, 12 and 16- Rather, 
Galbreath discloses an answeriixg device that is separate from associated telephone 
devices and that handles all calls in a certain fashion for a specific length of time. Hence, 
claims 1, 12 and 16 are allowable. 

Claims 2-4, 6, 7, 10, and 14, each depend from one of the independent claims 1 , 
12, and 16, which Appellant has shown to be allowable. Hence, claims 2-4, 6, 7, 10, and 
14, are allowable at least by virtue of then: dependency from claims 1, 12, and 16. 

B. CLAIMS 5, 15 AND 21 ARE ALLOWABLE 

Appellant traverses the rejection of claims 5, 15, and 21 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 
over Awada in view of Chen, Okazaki, Galbreath and Miura, at paragraph 5 of the Final 
OfSce Action. Claim 5 depends from claim 1, claim 15 depends from claim 12, and 
claim 21 depends from claim 16. As previously discussed, the combination of Awada, 
Chen, Okazaki and Galbreath, fails to disclose or suggest a mobile telephone having a 
control to override a ringer control schedule and to thereafter retum to processing 
incoming calls according to the ringer conlxol schedule, as recited by claims 1» 12 and 16. 
Mhira does not disclose the elements of claims 1,12 and 1 6, which are not disclosed by 
the combination of Awada^ Chen, Okazaki and Qalbreatfa. Hence, claims 5, 15 and 21, 
are allowable, at least by virtue of their dependencies from claims 1 , 12 and 1 6. 

C- CLAIMS 8, 9, 17 AND 18 ARE ALLOWABLE 

Appellant traverses the rejection of claims 8, 9, 17 and 18 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) over Awada in view of Chen, Okazaki, Galbreath and Dutta, at paragraph 6 of 
the Filial Office Action. Claims 8 and 9 depend from claim 1. Claims 17 and 18 depend 
from claim 16. As discussed previously, the combination of Awada^ Chen, Okazaki and 
Galbreath, fails to disclose or suggest a mobile telephone having a control to override a 
ringer control schedule and to thereafter return to processing incoming calls according to 
the ringer control schedule, as recited in claims 1 and 16. Dutta does not disclose the 
elements of claims 1 and 16 that are not disclosed by Awada^ Chen^ Okazaki and 
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GalbreaflL Hence, claims 8, 9, 17 and 1 8, are allowable, at least by virtue of their 
dependencies firom claims 1 and 16. 

D. CLAIMS 22 AND 25 ARE AJLLOWABLE 

Appellant xespectfully traverses the rejection of claims 22, 24 and 25, under 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) over Awada, Chen, D;itta and Galbreath at paragraph 7 of the Final 
Ofifice Action- Appellant previously canceled claim 24 without prejudice or disclainjer in 
a Response filed August 29, 2007. None of the cited references, including the 
combination of Awada, Chen, Dutta and Galbreath, disclose the specific combmation of 
claim 22. For example, the asserted combination does not disclose a mobile telephone 
device having a ringer controller that is adapted to automatically change the parameter of 
the ringer by matching a time and day of an incoming call to the ringer control schedule 
on a call-by-call basis. 

The Final Ofifice Action asserts that this element is disclosed by Galbreath (Final 
OfiGce, 1 1)- hi contrast to claim 22, Galbreath does not disclose a mobile telephone 
device. Rather, Galbreath discloses a telephone-answering device that includes a 
microcomputer connected to a public switched telephone network (PSTN). (Galbreath, 
col- 4, 11. 48-52). Tlie answering device "stops the ring on eveiy telephone in a home or 
office by answering the calL..." (Galbreath, coL 3> !!► 3-4). Galbreath does not disclose a 
mobile telephone haviag a ringer controller that is adapted to automatically change the . 
parameter of the ringer by matching a time and day of an incoming call to the ringer 
control $ched\ile on a call-by-call basis, as recited in claim 22. Rather, Galbreath 
discloses an answering device that is separate from associated telephone devices and that 
handles all calls in a certain fashion for a specific length of tune. Hence, claim 22 is 
allowable. 

Claim 25 depends fi-om claim 22, which Appellant has shown to be allowable. 
Hence, claim 25 is also allowable at least by virtue of its dependency from claim 22. 
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E. CLAIM 23 IS ALLOWABLE 

Appellant respectjEuMy traverses the rejection of claim 23, under 35 U-S*C, 
§l03(a) over Awada, Chen, Okazaki, Galbreath and Dutta^ at paragraph 8 of the Final 
OfBce Action. Claim 23 depends from claim 22, which Appellant has shown to be 
allowable over the combination of Awada, Chen, Galbreath and Dutta. Okazald does not 
disclose the elements of claim 22 not disclosed by the combination of Awada, Chen, 
Galbreath and Dutta. Hence, claim 23 is allowable at least by virtue of its dependency 
from claim 22. Additionally, as explained previously, Okazaki does not disclose a 
control to override a ringer control schedule and to tiiereafter retum to j^cessing 
incoming calls according to the ringer control schedule, as recited in claim 23. Hence, 
claim 23 i$ allowable for this additional reason. 

Appellant has pointed out specific features of the claims not disclosed, suggested, 
or rendered obvious by the references applied in the Final Office Action. Accordingly, 
Appellant respectfiilly requests recoxksideration and withdrawal of each of tibe rejections, 
as well as an indication of the allowability of each of the pending claims 1-10, 12-18, and 
20-22. For at least the foregoing reasons, Appellant respectfully submits that the present 
application is in condition for allowance and reconsidetation is respectfully requested. 

Appellant has pointed out specific features of the claims not disclosed, suggested, 
or rendered obvious by the references ^lied in the Final Office Action. Accordingly, 
Appellant respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of each of the rgections, 
as well as an indication of the allowability of each of the pending claims 1-10, 12-18, 21- 
23 and 25, For at least the above reasons, all pending claims are allowable and a notice 
of allowance is courteously solicited. Please direct any questions or comments to the 
xmdersigned attorney at the phone number indicated. Appellant respectfully requests 
reconsideration and allowance of all claims and that this patent application be advanced 
to issue. 
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The Conuxiissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be required, 
or credit any oveipayment^ to Deposit Account Number 50-2469. 

RespectfiiUy submitted. 




Dale Jeffrej^. Toler, Reg, No. 3 8,342 

Attorney for Applicaiit(s) 
TOLER SCHAFFER LLJP 
8500 Bluffstone Cove, Suite A201 
Austin, Texas 78759 
(512) 327-5515 (phone) 
(512) 327-5575 (fex) 
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Vm. CIJOMS APPENDIX (37 CJ.il §4137(c)(l)(vm^ 

The text of each claim involved m the appeal is as follows: 

1. (Previously Presented) A mobile telephone comprising: 

a ringer to provide an audible alert of an mcoming telephone call; 

a ringer schedule inter&ce to receive a ringer control schedule, the ringer control 

schedule indicating times at which a parameter of the ringer is to change; 
a linger controller to automatically change the parameter of the ringer according to the 

ringer control schedule; and 
a control to override the ringer control schedule and thereafter to return to processing 

incoming calls according to the ringer control schedule; 
wherein the ringer controller is adapted to automatically change the parameter of the 

ringer by matching a time and day of an incoming call to the ringer control 

schedule on a call-by-call basis. 

2. (Original) The mobile telephone of claim 1 wherein the ringer control schedule indicates, for 
each day of the weelc» the times at which the parameter is to change. 

3. (Original) The mobile telephone of claim 2 wherein the ringer control schedule comprises a 
first time for a first day of the week at which the ringer is to be tumed off, and a second time for 
the first day of the week at which the ringer is to be turned back onu 

4. (Origmal) The mobile telephone of claim 3 wherein the ringer control schedule for a second 
day of the week dijBFCTS from that for the first day of the week, 

5. (Previously Presented) The mobile telephone of claim 1 wherein the change in the parameter 
of the ringer is selected from turning the ringer off, turning the ringer on, changing a ring tone, 
and changing a ring volume. 
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6. (Original) The mobile telephone of claim 1 further comprising: 

a display device; and 
a user input device; 

wherein the ringer schedule interfece uses Ihe display device to display at least part of the 
ringer control schedxile and the user input device to create at least part of the 
linger control schedule. 

7. (Original) The mobile telephone of claim 1 fiirther comprising: 

an interface to an external device; 

wherein the ringer schedule interface xises the interface to receive at least part of the 
ringer control schedule created using and downloaded by the external device, 

8. (Original) The mobile telephone of claim 7 wherein the interface comprises a short-range 
wireless interface. 

9. (Original) The mobile telephone of claim 8 wherein the short-range wireless interfere 
comprises a BLUETOOTH interface. 

10. (Original) The mobile telephone of claim 7 wherein the interface comprises a data port. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Previously Presented) A mobile telephone comprising: 

a ringer to audibly alert of an incoming telephone call; 
a display device; 
a user input device; 

a ringer schedule interface to receive a ringer control sdiedxile, the ringer control 

sdiedule indicating times at xvbich a parameter of the ringer is to change, wheirein 
the linger schedule interface uses the display device to display at least part of the 
ringer control schedule and the user input device to create at least part of the 
ringer control schedule; and 
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a ringer controller to automatically change the parameter of the ringer according to the 

ringer control schedule; 
a control to override the linger control schedule and thereafter to return to processing 

incoxwing calls according to the ringer control schedule; 
wherein the ringer control schedule indicates, for each day of the week, the times at 

which the parameter is to change; 
wherein the ringer control schedule comprises a first time for a first day of the week at 

which the ringer is to be turned ofE; and a second time for the first day of the week 

at which the ringer is to be turned back on; and 
wherein the ringer controller is adapted to automatically change the parameter of the 

ringer by matching a time and day of an inconodng call to the ringer control 

schedule on a call-by-call basis. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The mobile telephone of claim 12 herein the ringer control schedule 
for a second day of the week differs Jfrom that for the first day of the weeL 

15. (Original) The mobile telephone of claim 12 wherein the change in the parameter of the 
ringer is selected &om turning the ringer ofi^ turning the ringer on, changing a ring tone, and 
changing a ring volume. 

16. OPrerviously Presented) A mobile telephone comprising: 

a ringer to audibly alert of an incoming telephone call; 
a display device; 
a user input device; 

an interface to interface with an external device; 

a ringer schedule iaterface to receive a ringer control schedule^ the ringer control 

schedule iudicating times at which a parameter of the ringer is to change, wherein 
the riager schedule interface uses the display device to display at least part of the 
ringer control schedule and the user input device to create part of the ringer 
control schedule, and wherein the ringer schedule interface uses the interfece to 

12 



PAGE 1 8121 ' RCVD AT 10/1212007 1 :48:51 PM [Eastern Daylight 



OCT. 12.-200? 1:43PM ' TOLER SCHAFFER NO. 969 P. 19 

receive another part of the ringer control schedule created using and downloaded 

thereto by the external device; 
a ringer controller to automatically change the parameter of the ringer according to the 

ringer control schedule; and 
a control to ovemde the ringer control schedule and thereafter to return to processing 

incoming calls according to the riager control schedule; 
wherein the ringer controller is adapted to automatically change the parameter of the 

ringer by matching a time and day of an incoming call to the ringer control 

schedule on a call-by-call basis. 

1 7. (Original) The mobile telephone of claim 16 wherein the interface comprises a short-range 
wireless interface. 

18. (Original) The mobile telephone of claim 17 wherein the short-range wireless interface 
comprises a BLUETOOTH interface. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Canceled) 

2L (Previously Presented) The mobile telephone of claim 16 v^erein the change in the 
parameter of the ringer is selected from turning the ringer of^ tutxiing the ringer on^ changing a 
ring tone, and cban^g a tixig volume. 

22. (Previously Presented) A mobile telephone comprising: 

a linger to provide audible alert of an incoming telephone call; 

a ringer schedule interfece to receive a ringex control schedule^ the ringer control 

schedule indicating times at which a parameter of the ringer is to chax;@e; 
a ringer controller to automatically change the parameter of the ringer according to the 

ringex control schedule; 
an interface to an external device; 
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wherein the ringer schedule mterfaoe uses the interfece to receive at least part of the 
rioger control schedule created using and downloaded by the external device; 
wherein the interfece comprises a short-range wireless interface; and 
wherein the ringer controller is adapted to automatically change the parameter of the 
ringer by matching a time and day of an incoming call to the ringer control 
schedule on a call-by-call basis. 

23. (Previously Presented) The mobile telephone of claim 22, further comprising a controller to 
ovemde the ringer control schedule and thereafter to retum to processing incoming calls 
according to the ringer control schedule. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Previously Presented) The mobile telephone of claim 22 wherein the interface comprises a 
BLUETOOTH mterface. 
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DL EVUWENCE APPENDIX (37 CFJR-§4137(c)(lXis:)) 
None. 

X. RELATED PROCEEDINGS APPENDIX (37 CJ.R. § 41.37(c)(l)(x)) 
None. 
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